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1. Outline progress over the last 6 months (April – Sept) against the agreed baseline 
timetable for the project (if your project has started less than 6 months ago, please 
report on the period since start up to end September). 

Output 1: Vietnamese journalists and local civil society groups are informed and 
supportive of international wildlife trade issues. 
Activity 1.1. From April 1st – Sept. 30th 2015, we continued sharing our daily news reports on 
illegal wildlife trade and crimes to our established network of journalists, NGOs, and 
international agencies. Our media tracking collated 435 articles covering illegal wildlife trade 
and seizures in the local and international online media. 420 articles show positive views 
(supportive to enforcement efforts) (96.5%); 05 (1.2%) articles provide neutral views and 10 
(2.3%) has no clear views. The steady increase in the number of the articles reflects the 
increasing interests by journalists in wildlife conservation issues. Almost all articles are 
considered positive because journalists have improved their understanding and changed their 
writing tone against illegal trade and use of wildlife products. We will continue producing wildlife 
news scans and enlarging our journalist network in the next period.  
 
Activity 1.2. WCS disseminates press releases on key events with our journalist network.  In 
this period, we yielded good coverage on the Africa trip by the Viet Nam Wildlife Enforcement 
Network (VN-WEN) delegation in May 2015, which was covered in more than ten electronic 
newspapers directly under Government or Communist Party, namely: 
http://www.nhandan.com.vn/khoahoc/thien-nhien/item/26332602-viet-nam-can-nhac-tieu-huy-
kho-tang-vat-tu-dong-vat-hoang-da.html 
http://www.cpv.org.vn/cpv/Modules/News/NewsDetail.aspx?co id=10008&cn id=713349 
http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/environment/130883/vietnam-considers-destruction-of-
protected-species-stockpiles.html 
http://dangcongsan.vn/cpv/Modules/News/NewsDetail.aspx?co id=30089&cn id=713747 
http://thoibaotaichinhvietnam.vn/pages/xa-hoi/2015-05-19/no-luc-phong-chong-toi-pham-lien-
quan-den-dong-vat-hoang-da-20915.aspx 
http://fr.nhandan.com.vn/environnment/item/1227571-le-groupe-viettel-redouble-
d%E2%80%99efforts-contre-la-criminalite-liee-aux-especes-sauvages.html 
http://www.tienphong.vn/the-gioi/viet-nam-cu-tuy-vien-canh-sat-toi-chau-phi-862210.tpo 
http://www.vietnamplus.vn/tien-toi-thoa-thuan-viet-nammozambique-ve-bao-ve-dong-vat-
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hoang-da/324202.vnp 
http://www.kiemlambrvt.org.vn/Desktop.aspx/List/Thong-tin-nganh/Viet Nam-
Nam Phi hop tac bao ton dong vat hoang da/ 
http://baotintuc.vn/thoi-su/viet-namnam-phi-hop-tac-bao-ton-dong-vat-hoang-da-
20150521072538659.htm 
 
Furthermore, we coordinated media coverage for Richard Branson’s visit to Viet Nam that 
included placement of an Op Ed about the role of private sector in solving global environmental 
issues, including wildlife trafficking, and exclusive interviews on the same theme for a leading 
newspaper and prime-time news show. Our communications team also highlighted updated 
information on legal mechanisms and issues related to wildlife trafficking via WCS social 
network platforms, particularly Facebook, and through our mailing list of Vietnamese journalists.  
 
Activity 1.3. WCS has had a series of meetings and discussions with civil society organizations 
(CSOs) such as Action for Wildlife (AWO), GreenViet, and Live&Learn Vietnam about our plan 
to develop volunteer network to monitor online crimes. We are now under preparation for a full 
day workshop co-hosted by WCS and AWO in November 2015 for leaders of clubs and forum 
administrators who have capacity to inspire their group members to report online crimes to law 
enforcement agencies. We have reached out to the local Facebook representatives in Vietnam 
to participate in the workshop to provide technical solutions to online wildlife crimes.  
 
 
Output 2. Local civil society and law enforcement agencies identify and begin to address 
the priority barriers to the prosecution and punishment of transnational wildlife 
trafficking cases and the key actions required to address these issues. 
 
Activity 2.1, 2.2, 2.3: The National working group reports and ICCWC Toolkit analysis have 
been finalised and disseminated to Government. These outputs identify the priority barriers 
facing wildlife law enforcement in Vietnam.  The CITES MA, with technical support from WCS, 
has developed a National Program to control illegal trade in wild fauna and flora to 2020 that 
incorporates a number of findings from these reports. This program is under revision and 
planned for submission to the Prime Minister by the end of 2015. In addition, WCS and the 
CITES MA worked with the National Assembly (NA) to organize a consultation meeting to 
discuss the Penal Code and Criminal Procedures Code currently under revision in October 
2015 and continue to provide technical inputs to that process. As it stands the Penal code will 
increase penalties from 7 to 15 years custodial sentences and from $25,000 to $250,000 fines 
for criminal violations of wildlife protection laws.  
Output 3. Vietnamese diplomatic missions, migrant worker associations and trading and 
tourism companies in and relating to key African ivory and rhino horn source/transit 
states are informed of the risks, punishments and scaled up law enforcement efforts and 
political commitment to tackling this in both Africa and Asia 
Activity 3.1. and 3.2: In May 2015, after a number of CITES MA official correspondences to VN 
embassies in Mozambique and Tanzania, we organised a 10-day mission of key Viet Nam law 
enforcement and regulatory agencies (police, prosecutors, customs, forest rangers, and CITES 
MA) to meet their counterparts in the ivory and rhino horn range states including Kenya, 
Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa. WCS coordinated the trip in partnership with Vietnam 
embassies in those African countries. A series of meetings and events with government 
agencies, embassies, international organizations, business and Vietnamese community 
members has increased bilateral enforcement cooperation against illegal wildlife trade between 
Vietnam and these range states. These landmark meetings have also produced a promising 
agenda for future enforcement cooperation, including deployment of a Vietnamese police 
liaison officer to Mozambique and developing a mutual legal assistance treaty (MLAT) between 
Vietnam and Mozambique. New cooperation opportunities with the embassies of Vietnam in 
Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa were clearly identified during the trip. All the 
Vietnamese diplomatic missions showed their strong concerns about transcontinental wildlife 
trafficking issue and scaled up their political commitments. A new partnership was built with 
Viettel Corporation in Tanzania and Mozambique for future implementation of crime prevention 
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year.   

If you anticipate a significant underspend because of justifiable changes within the project and 
would like to talk to someone about the options available this year, please indicate below when 
you think you might be in a position to do this and what the reasons might be: 

 

4. Are there any other issues you wish to raise relating to the project or to IWT challenge 
Fund management, monitoring, or financial procedures? 

No 
 
Please note: Any planned modifications to your project schedule/workplan can be discussed in 
this report but should also be raised with LTS International through a Change Request. 
 
Please send your completed report by email to Joanne Gordon at IWT-Fund@ltsi.co.uk. The report 
should be between 2-3 pages maximum. Please state your project reference number in the header 
of your email message eg Subject: 001 IWT Half Year Report 




